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"...go and make disciple of all nations...teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.  And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."    ~ Matthew 28:19-20





Never give up!





During my time in Lanzarote, I faced many obstacles, such as language barriers, adapting to the culture, self-consciousness, loneliness, and being far from home for an entire year (not 2.5 weeks).  I knew that God was with me, but could I do it?  Could I minister in a language that I was relearning?  Could I survive a year away from my family, and as a single missionary?  What's more important, would my life impact anyone who would then impact someone else, etc?





That last question was answered at the end of my term.  I was walking home from the beach one evening when a man in a van honked his horn, parked next to the sidewalk and called me over.  He then asked me if I was one of the ladies that went to the park each Saturday to spend time with the children.  When I told him that I was, he said that his three daughters had recognized me and asked him to stop the car so that they could greet me.  All three had big smiles as they waved to me.   Then I knew that my life had made a difference.





Prior to that moment, I had thought that my contribution to the ministry of the Lanzarote church wasn't very much.  I hadn't done anything big.  I was just a helper - a volunteer.   However, I had been present in the lives of the children - taking time just to be with them - and God had used me to impact them.





How much has your life changed by someone else's presence, and more so, by the humble presence of God?  Could your presence in someone else's life be making a difference in ways that you don't see?  Even if you think that what you're doing for the kingdom is a small thing, don't give up!  You never know what God is going to do through you.





Keep praying for the people of Iglesia Imanuel as they share the love of God with the children, youth and families of Argana Alta.  The message is getting through because God is with His people.  May the church make many disciples.


                                                                   


Ladies Retreat - Toledo 2008





October 4-6, ladies from both Spanish FM churches came together in Toledo for the first annual Ladies Retreat.  It was a great opportunity for the ladies to make friends, do a little sight seeing, and listen to some wonderful lectures from our speaker, Maritza, a Dominican pastor from the Tampa FMC.  She wasn't the only one speaking, however.  





Along with the words of healing and restoration that I received from the speaker, God spoke to me about my past.  He told me that contrary to what many Americans would say about someone whose parents are divorced, I do not come from a broken home or family.  The truth is that, as a Christian, my true home is heaven, and my real family is the family of God - neither of which can ever be broken.





That really brought things into perspective after all of my battles with loneliness as a single missionary.  God's presence was so strong throughout the conference, and my time in Lanzarote - to the point where I began calling Him my husband.   How amazing is the love of God!





Pray that God would continue to minister to and heal all who attended the retreat, and that next year's retreat in Lanzarote would be no less life changing.





  Ladies Retreat - Toledo 2008		                                      Ana (ESL Student) & I





Finishing my ESL Classes





When my last month on the island arrived it was time to wrap-up my adult ESL class, or was it?  That's when I met a friend at the welcome center named Ana.  She was studying to be a flight attendant and needed to carry on a conversation in English as part of her final exam.  As it turned out, she had exactly one month - my last month - before the test.





So, we began meeting four days a week to practice.  It was a blessing to meet this sweet Brazilian girl and talk with her.  Her English was actually quite good.  She simply needed a native speaker to give her a little more confidence.





Please pray for Ana.  Pray that she would draw closer to God as she walks with Him, that she would study her Bible daily, and that her life would have a strong spiritual impact on others. 





Saying Goodbye/Madrid





When all was said and done, it was time to say goodbye.  This I did with many tears, and much fear and trembling.  How do you say goodbye to people that you have spent a whole year with and are just beginning to know?  It wasn't easy, but it had to be done.  God, as always, was there as I spoke a few humble words, and as the whole church laid hands on me and prayed over my life and future in Christ.  Thanks to all in Lanzarote who touched me with their lives!





Two days later I would leave the island in order to spend a couple of days in Madrid before going home.  I wasn't going there just to rest, however.  I was put to work assisting with the church's "Homework Club," and the "El Faro" (lighthouse) homeless ministry.  Pray that God would continue to use these ministries to impact Madrid.  The Hamleys recently reported that two homeless men have come to Christ!  PTL!  I'm greatful for having had the opportunity to see the missionaries in action, and participate with them!





In addition, I also had the opportunity to be a part of the weekly prayer meeting, as well as spend some time with Dr. Art Brown (FM World Missions Director), Sylvia (Dr. Brown's Wife), and the Fajardos.  Thanks to Josh and Susy for their generous hospitality, and for their encouragement as my superiors!





Then it was time to go home.  Although, as many of you know, there was trouble with my flight plans, Susy - with God's help  - worked everything out.  I simply had to fly home one day later than I had planned.





Please keep praying for all of our Spain missionaries - the Fajardos and the Hamleys - as they continue reaching Madrid, and the nation, for Christ.  Pray also for the ministries in Lanzarote, as well as Pator Vito and his wife Mari.  May God continue to expand the life and ministry of both congregations - Lanzarote and Madrid - as the leadership seeks His heart for the local people.  May God also bless Art and Sylvia in all that they do as led of the Lord.





Praises/Prayer Requests:





1.  Lanzarote FMC, and Pastor Vito and Mari:  God's continued leadership and blessing


2.  Children and youth of Lanzarote:  Desire to know more of God and be a part of His family


3.  Families in Spain:  To come back to Jesus


4.  Ladies Retreat 2008 - Life changing event!  PTL!  Lanzarote 2009 will be no less so!


5.  Ministries of the Madrid Church:  People are coming to Jesus!  May God increase and bless!


6.  Fajardos, Hamleys, and Browns:  God's continued presence and direction for their lives


7.  Financial support for the Hamleys and Fajardos - especially CSA (Country Share Account)


8.  Me:  1 year accomplished!  PTL!  May God direct my future, and provide a much needed job and car.


9.  For all of the foreign missionaries who are away from home this Christmas and missing their families





Thanks so much to all of you who gave and prayed!  You have absolutely no idea how much you are appreciated!  God bless you all abundantly!  In the end, I had enough to cover my budget and to bless the ministry in Madrid!  Praise the Lord!





P.S. - If you would like to know more about my journey - perhaps have me speak at your church and


          share photos - I would enjoy hearing from you.  My contact information is the following:





		Kris Mahnke					Phone: 217-774-4556


		Rte. 2 Box 208				e-mail: krisanne74@yahoo.com


		Shelbyville, IL 62565				Blog:  www.krisanne.typepad.com





